Nurturing our community’s connection with nature and each other
through immersive outdoor experiences.
November 16, 2020
Dear Friends,
While 2020 has brought immense change, it has also reaffirmed Olympic Nature Experience’s core
magic remains the same: nature’s boundless gifts, the power of gratitude, and resilience built through
time outside.
Like many organizations, our programming paused for six months, while Staff and Board responded to
COVID-19. In time, our dynamic team created a plan and recommitted to safely continue class and
nurture our community’s connection with nature.
With nervous excitement, we welcomed preschool students back in September. Would new safety
protocols affect class flow? How would children and families respond?
We were blown away by what we saw:
•

•

Class felt almost the same! Our outdoor classrooms already contained
the elements required to prevent the spread of viruses. All along
we’ve been offering well-ventilated learning spaces that are
minimally reliant on supplies and materials.
Children showed up hungry for time in nature with friends, and were
positively impacted by the physical and mental health benefits
outdoor school provides.

Although changes were made behind the scenes to meet or exceed safety guidelines, from the child’s
perspective the world of wonder remained the same. Families returned to a setting that was familiar,
safe and educationally tailored to support their unique developmental needs.
Programming did not robustly reopen by accident!
Together, over the last seven years our visionary community has built Clallam County’s most
equitable, resilient, outdoor nature school. Thanks to YOUR support, our nonprofit has steadily

increased its annual tuition assistance budget and increased program types to broaden access to a
wider range of families.
In a world where social distancing is often required and being outside is healthiest,
outdoor learning opportunities are more important than ever before.
Olympic Nature Experience is committed to getting more children outside and to building community
and resilience– today and for years to come. Together, we can continue creating safe outdoor spaces
for children to grow with their peers and to navigate the challenges at hand.
In 2021 Olympic Nature Experience is prioritizing tuition assistance. With your help, we can expand
the benefits of outdoor education in our community and achieve our goals of getting twice as many
children outside, and of offering 50% more tuition assistance!
Today more than ever before, Clallam County families need
Olympic Nature Experience to help get children outside and
thriving. Today, we are uniquely poised to help children who
currently don’t have enough time in nature. And like everything
we’ve built to date, we do this together. The success of this vision
depends on you.
We invite you to participate in our annual 50 Days of Fall Sharing campaign by donating, and by
participating in upcoming events including Tea with a Teacher at the Green Point outdoor
classroom, and our virtual Family Movie Night.
Thanks to special donors, your gift will be matched up to December 31, doubling its impact!
Join us today to create safe outdoor classrooms that welcome all families in our community learning
and thriving together.
With Gratitude,

Sarah Salazar-Tipton
Executive Director
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